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Government that either wanted to deliver goods, or was
competent to do it, even if it was desirous of so doing.
Japan who lives alongside the great sham fagade knew, and
the League tried to thwart her. Japan left.

Germany has left the League. Why? Probably because
as a sovereign nation she could not submit to be heckled
for the more glaring of her Hitlerisms, and her pride
regarding armaments formed a reasonable excuse. As for
the country that produced Woodrow Wilson, it absolutely
refused to touch the matter.

The defection of these two active members of the League,
the failure of many nations to pay their share of the cost,
and perhaps the folly of the League itself in allowing its
giant establishments and in launching forth into bricks
and mortar in a Palace of Peace at Geneva when all the
world is bankrupt, have brought the League low in the
world's estimation, so low indeed that Italy also talks of
leaving. The fact that the United States has never joined
it, has also diminished its effectiveness. What is to be done
about it? It passes man's wit to devise for the moment,

The British League of Nations Union is backed by too
many of the hot-air merchants to have much prestige with
the harder side of British people, but Britain is not likely to
let the League go if she can help it. A humbler and less
sensational role than an attempted super-raVA lies before
it. The glaring inconsistencies which time has shown in
the Peace Treaties, and the bitter feelings they engender,
merit the League's earnest activities. That way dies the
will to war. Put those right, and the disarmaments may
follow. Its secondary activities, the confounding of the drug
barons, the hunting of the white-slavers and suchlike
international police activities are alone worth the League's
cost.

That it could ever act as a great world compeller always
seemed to men of knowledge as beyond human possibility.
The belief that it could do so emanated from those of whom